IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please airjefid^aims 1, 5, 13, 21, 31, 35, 43, 51 and 61 to 64 as shown 
below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, now read as follows: 



\ 1 • (Currently amended) A data processing method ccjfrfprising the steps of: 
y< (a) reading directory data corresponding to a^ifectory in a file management 

system which manages files using a directory structur^ 

(b) reading meta-data to be attad^d to the directory dat a, the meta-data 
corresponding to a file belonging to the directory ; 

(c) appending the mpt^-data read in said step (b) to the end of the directory 
data read in said step (a); anc 

(d) qptjDutting as a single directory data file the entirety of the data obtained 

in said step; 




2. (Original) The method set forth in claimj^ferther comprising the step of: 
(e) determining jjytt$ther>r npHfie meta-data read in said step (b) is written 
in a proper format for a predetgmMe^at/writing language; 

whQj^ifi, in said step (<0, the meta-data is appended to the end of the 
directory^ta if it is determined in said step (e) that the meta-data is written in the proper 



format. 
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3. (Original) The method set forth in claim 2, whereifi: 
in said step (e), it is determined whether or not tha4neta-data is valid as the 
predetermined data writing language. / 



4. (Original) The method set forth in claim L wherein: 
in said step (e), it is determined whether pr not the meta-data, is 

well-formed as the data writing language. 

5. (Currently amended) A mgfhod off determining whether meta-data is 
registered in data of a directory data file, (Wpripqg tl]p steps of: 

(a) reading a directory data file£ anf 

(b) inspecting data of the directory data file read in said step (a) , from the 
end toward the beginning thereof, and distinguishing the meta-data included in the data by 
determining whether or not there is data ^ritten in a proper format for a predetermined data 
writing language so as to treat the metadata as meta-data appended to a file belonging to 
the directory . 

6. (Original) The method set forth in claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(c) when meta-data is distinguished in said step (b), extracting and 
outputting the distinguished mep-data. 



7. (Original) The method set forth in claim 6, wherein: 

in said step tic), display is performed based on the extracted meta-data. 



8. (Original) The method set forth in claim 6, wherein: 

in said step (e) , the extracted meta-data is provided to a tool which 
performs predetermined processing based on the predetermined data writing language. 

9. (Original) The method set forth in cfeim 5, wherein said step (b) further 
comprises the steps of: / 

(c) checking whether o^not fid(Uharacter string stipulated in the 
predetermined data writing language is present^ the ^nd of the data; and 

(d) when the final character string^s present, searching for an initial 
character string stipulated in the predetermined data writing language, from the end toward 
the beginning of the data; / 

wherein, when tlfere is data between the final character string and the initial 
character string, this data is/listinguished as meta-data. 

10. (Original) The method set forth in claim 9, wherein said step (b) further 
comprises the step of: 

/ (e) investigating whether or not the data bracketed by the final character 
string and/the initial character string has a proper format for the predetermined data writing 
language. 
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11. (Original) The method set forth in claim 10, wherein: 
the investigation in said step (e) also includes determination of whether the 
data bracketed by the final character string and the initial charter string is valid as the 
predetermined data writing language. 




12. (Original) The method set forth in/claim 10, wherein: 

the investigation in said step (e) alsfo includes determination of whether the 

data bracketed by the final character string and/he initial character string is well-formed as 

the predetermined data writing language. 



13. (Currently ampnd^WA dat£ processing method comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading directory $fata ^responding to a directory to which belongs a 
data fUe for processing ; 

(b) extracting mefa-data from the directory data read in said step (a); and 

(c) based on tlje meta-data extracted in said step (b) , attaching meta-data to 
the data file for p r ocessing ^ 



14. (Original) The method set forth in claim 13, wherein said step (c) further 
comprises the step ok 

(d) determining whether meta-data is registered in the data for processing; 

wherein, when it is determined that no meta-data is registered in the data for 
processing, the/neta-data extracted in said step (b) is attached to the data for processing. 
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15. (Original) The method set forth in claim 13, wherein sa/d step (c) further 
comprises the steps of: / 

(d) determining whether meta-data is registered in the data for processing; 

(e) when it is determined that meta-data is registered In the data for 
processing, the meta-data is separated from the data for processing; and 

(f) generating new meta-data based on the meta-data separated in said step 
(e) and the meta-data extracted in said step (b); / 

wherein the meta-data generated in said step /f) is attached to the data for, 
processing remaining after separation of the meta-data inizji<istep (e). 

16. (Original) The method set forth iiyblainflS, wherein: 

in said step (f), new meta-data is generated so as to include all data items 
included in the meta-data obtained in said step (£) and the meta-data obtained in said 
step (b) . / 



17. (Original) The method set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
the data for processing/s data copied to another directory. 



18. (Original) Th/method set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
the data for processing is data moved to another directory. 
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19. (Original) The method set forth in claim 13.y/herein: 
the data for processing includes a binary cjafa portion; and 
in said step (c), the meta-data^l^Rp&de^ after the binary data portion. 




20. (Original) The mepfod set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
the data for processing is image data, audio data, or dynamic image data. 

21 . (Currently amended) A data processing method comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading data files belonging to an indicator directory; 

(b) extracting meta-data from the data fil?6 read in said step (a); 

(c) generating meta-data for the dire9fcry based on the meta-data extracted 
in said step (b); and 

(d) attaching the meta-data generated in said step (c) to directory data as 
meta-data corresponding to a file belonging to the directory . 



22. (Original) The method set forth in clairp^V wherein: 
in said step (c), the meta-data fd^KeXirectory is generated based on a 
meta-data item included in all of the mefa-data extracted in said step (b). 



23. (Original) The method set fortlfTn claim 21, wherein: 
in said step (c), the metadata for the directory is generated based on a 
meta-data item shared by th^most meta-data extracted in said step (b). 
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24. (Original) The method set forth in claim 2Y, further comprising the step 



of: 



(e) generating a new directory, and recording therein data files to which are 
attached meta-data which includes meta-data items use/ in the meta-data for the directory 
generated in said step (c); 

wherein, in said step (.d), the meta/data generated in said step (c) is attached 
to directory data corresponding to the new directory. 

25. (Original) The metho^set forth in claim 21, further comprising the step 

of: 

(e) generating a ne\y directory, and recording therein data files to which are 
attached meta-data which does not include meta-data items used in the meta-data for the 
directory generated in said step (c). 

26. (Origjfoal) The method set forth in claim 21, wherein: 
the dat/file is an image data file, an audio data file, or a dynamic image 

data file. 



27 /(Original) The method set forth in claim 26, wherein: 
n/ said step (d) , the meta-data generated in said step (c) is appended to the 
end of the directory data. 
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28. (Original) The data processing method settfbrth in claim 1, wherein the 
meta-data is written in the data writing, language XML. / 

29. (Original) The data processing method set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
meta-data is written in the data writing language SGML. 

30. (Original) The data processing n/ethod set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
meta-data is written in the data writing langucjgepTML. 

31. (Currently amended) A data ph^ce/sing device comprising: 

first reading means, for reading directory data corresponding to a directory 
in a file management system which manages files using a directory structure; 

second reading means, foy reading meta-data to be attached to the directory 
dat a, the meta-data corresponding to a file belonging to the directory ; 

appending means, for appending the meta-data read by said second reading 
means to the end of the directory da/a read by said first reading means; and 

output means, for outputting as a single directory data file the entirety of the 
data obtained by said appending means. 

32. (Original) TThe device set forth in claim 31, further comprising: 
determining means, for determining whether or not the meta-data read by 

said second reading means/ is written in a proper format for a predetermined data writing 
language; / 



\ 




wherein said appending means append the meta-data to the did of the 
directory data if the determining means determine that the meta-data is Written in the 
proper format. 

33. (Original) The device set forth in claim 32ywherein: 
said determining means determine whether pr not the meta-data is valid as 

the predetermined data writing language. 

34. (Original) The device se^fosth i^Tclaini 32, wherein: 
said determining means determir)6 winner or not the meta-data is 

well-formed as the data writing language. 

35. (Currently amended) A data processing device which determines 
whether meta-data is registered in dat/ of a directory data file, comprising: 

reading means, for reading a directory data file; and 
distinguishing mpns, for inspecting data of the directory data file read by 
said reading means, from the yend toward the beginning thereof, and distinguishing the 
meta-data included in the data by determining whether or not there is data written in a 
proper format for a predetermined data writing language so as to treat the meta-data as 
meta-data appended to a file belonging to the directory . 
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36. (Original) The device set forth in claim 35, further comprising: 
output means which, when said distinguishing paeans distinguish meta-data, 

extract and output the distinguished meta-data. 

37. (Original) The device set forth in claim 36, wherein: 
said output means perform display based on the extracted meta-data. 

38. (Original) The device / ^ffortj/ in claim 36, wherein: 

said output means proVid^the Extracted meta-data to a tool which performs 
predetermined processing based on the predftemftned data writing language. 

39. (Original) The devic/ set forth in claim 35, said distinguishing means 
further comprising: 

checking means, foi/checking whether or not a final character string 
stipulated in the predetermined data writing language is present at the end of the data; and 

search means which, when the final character string is present, search for an 
initial character string stipulated in the predetermined data writing language, from the end 
toward the beginning of me data; 

wherein/when there is data between the final character string and the initial 
character string, said/distinguishing means distinguish this data as meta-data. 
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40. (Original) The device set forth in claim 39, said distinguishing meaps 
further comprising: 

investigating means, for investigating whether or not the data bracketed by 
the final character string and the initial character string has a proper format for the 
predetermined data writing language. 

41. (Original) The device set forth in claim 40,x6herein: 
said investigating means also determine wh^her the data bracketed by the 

final character string and the initial character string is \/\id as the predetermined data 
writing language. 

42. (Original) The device set pm^i claim 40, wherein: 
said investigating means also determine whether the data bracketed by the 

final character string and the initial character string is well-formed as the predetermined 
data writing language. 



43. (Currently amended) A data processing device comprising: 
reading means, for reading directory data corresponding to a directory to 
which belongs a data file for processing ; 

extracting means, for extracting meta-data from the directory data read by 
said reading means; and 

attaching means which, based on the meta-data extracted by said extracting 
means, atj&ch meta-data to the data file for processing . 
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comprising: 



44. (Original) The device set forth in claim 43, said attaching means further 



determining means, for determining whether meta-data is registered in the 



data for processing; 

wherein, when it is determined that no meta-data is regis^red in the data for 
processing, said attaching means attach the extracted meta-data to tM data for processing. 

45. (Original) The device set forth in claim 43, ^id attaching means further 



compnsing: 



determining means, for determining whether meta-data is registered in the 



data for processing; 

separating means which, wfoen it^&et^mined that meta-data is registered 
in the data for processing, separate the meta-dam/from the data for processing; and 

generating means, for generaftng new meta-data based on the meta-data 
separated by said separating means and the meta-data extracted by said extracting means; 

wherein said attaching/means attach the meta-data generated by said 
generating means to the data for processing remaining after separation of the meta-data by 
said separating means. 



46. (Original) The device set forth in claim 45, wherein: 
said generating means generate the new meta-data such that it includes all 
data items include/ in the meta-data, obtained by said separating means and the meta-data 



obtained by saia extracting means. 
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47. (Original) The device set forth in claim 43, whereift: 
the data for processing is data copied to another directory. 

48. (Original) The device set forth in claim 43< wherein: 
the data for processing is data moved^fany ther directory. 

49. (Original) The device set forth in ctfairff43, wherein: 
the data for processing includes a tyiiary data portion; and 
said attaching means append theineta-data after the binary data portion. 



50. (Original) The device sit forth in claim 43, wherein: 
the data for processing if image data, audio data, or dynamic image data. 

CpO^ s \ 5 1 . (Currently amended) A data processing^vice comprising: 
y< reading means, for reading data files belonging to an indicated directory; 

extracting means, for extracting ipeta-data from the data files read by said 

reading means; 

generating means, for g^erating meta-data for the directory based on the 
meta-data extracted by said extracting means; and 

attaching meaps, for attaching the meta-data generated by said generating 
means to directory data as meta-data corresponding to a file belonging to the directory . 
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52. (Original) The device set forth ip^laim 51, wherein: 
said generating means^n|)!^ahe meta-data for the directory based on a 
meta-data item included in all of the meta-dafa extracted by said extracting means. 




/^O^A^53. (Original) The device set forth in claim 51, whferein: 

said generating means generate the meta-data for the directory based on a 
meta-data item shared by the most meta-data extracted by said extracting means. 



54. (Original) The device set forth in claim 51, further comprising: 

first recording means, for generating a/new directory, and recording therein 
data files to which are attached meta-data which includes meta-data items used in the 
meta-data for the directory generated by said generating means; 

wherein said attaching means attach the meta-data generated by said 
generating means to directory data corresponding to the new directory. 

55. (Original) The device Aet forth in claim 51, further comprising: 
second recording means; for generating a new directory, and recording 

therein data files to which are attached meta-data which does not include meta-data items 
used in the meta-data for the directory generated by said generating means. 



56. (Original) Tile device set forth in claim 51, wherein: 

the data file is/an image data file, an audio data file, or a dynamic image 



data file. 
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57. (Original) The device sej^5rth in claim 51, wherein: 
said attaching meaps^pend the meta-data generated by said generating 

means to the end of the dj*dctory data. 

58. (Original) The device set forth in claim 31, wherein the meta-data is 
written in the data writing language HUML. 

59 . (Original) The device set forth in clayn 31, wherein the meta-data is 
written in the data writing language SGML. 

60 . (Original) The device,^ for^ifl^claim 31, wherein the meta-data is 
written in the data writing language HTML. 



61 . (Currently Amended) A memory medium storing a control program to 
be executed by a computer, said control program comprising code for performing the steps 
of: 

(a) reading directory data corresponding to a directory in a file management 
system which manages files using a directory structure; 

(b) reading n/eta-data to be attached to the directory dat a, the meta-data 
corresponding to a file belonging to the directory ; 

(c) appending the meta-data read in said step (b) to the-end of the directory 
data read in said step (a); and 
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(d) outputting as a single directory data file the entirety of the data obtained 



in said step (c). 




62. (Currently Amended) A memory medium storing a control program to 
be executed by a computer, said control program comprisingycode for performing the steps 
of: 

(a) reading a directory data file; and 

(b) inspecting data of the directory datable read in said step (a), from the 
end toward the beginning thereof, and distinguishing A^lnet^-data included in the data by 
determining whether or not there is data written in a$*ppp/ format for a predetermined data 
writing language so as to treat the meta-data as m^Sata appended to a file belonging to 
the directory. 



63. (Currently Amended) A memory medium storing a control program to 
be executed by a computer, said control pjrc>gram comprising code for performing the steps 
of: 

(a) reading directory <^ita corresponding to a directory to which belongs a 
data fHe for processing ; 

(b) extracting m/ta-data from the directory data read in said step (a); and 

(c) based on ^ne meta-data extracted in said step (b), attaching meta-data to 
the data fUe for processing . 
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/ <L 64. (Currently Amended) A memory medium storing ,a control program to 
be executed by a computer, said control program coipprising code for performing the steps 
of: 

(a) reading data files belonging to an indicated directory; 

(b) extracting meta-data from the data files read in said step (a); 

(c) generating meta-^ata for the directory based on the meta-data extracted 
in said step (b); and 

(d) attaching4he meta-data generated in said step (c) to directory data as 
meta-data corresponding to a file belonging to the directory . 
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